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Abstract 

India has made commendable progress in different sectors of agricultural production namely food grains, 
horticultural crops, fish, milk, egg, sugarcane, cotton, oilseeds. The country has witnessed Green Revolution 
(food production), Blue Revolution (fish production), White Revolution (milk production), Yellow Revolution 
(oilseed production), etc. The increase ranged from 4 times in food grains to 27 times in egg from 1950-51 till 
date. It took more than 60 years to have such an increase. Still we have to go a long way to improve farm 
productivity and farmers' income on su stainable basis. Government of India has already announced and 
launched ambitious plans like issuing of soil health cards, promotion of balanced fertilisation and 
integrated nutrient management, 100% coating of urea with neem oil, producing more crop per drop of water 
by promoting micro-irrigation and fertigation, etc. An attempt has been made to analyze whether the 
current technologies are synergistic with the ambitious plan to improve farm productivity and farmer' 
income. 

Introduction 

Knowledge-driven India made a 
commendable progress in 
achieving self-sufficiency in food 
grains production. Interestingly 
progress made in the other 
commodities of agricultural sector 
was more spectacular than on the 
front of food grain production 
(Table 1). 

To give a boos t to enhance farm 
income, Government of India has 
announced and launched 
ambitious plans like issuing of soil 
health cards, promotion of 
balanced fert ili sation and 
integrated nutrient management, 
having all the urea coated with 
neem oil, producing more crop per 
drop of water, promoting micro­
irrigation and fertigation etc. 
Situation looks bright with 
latest developments on the 
knowledge frontiers namely 
nano-s cience, biotechnology, e­
exten sion, e-market portal, 
conservation agriculture, 
fertigation, use of farm machinery 
in farm sector, bes t fertiliser 
management practices, etc. The 
Fertiliser Association of India 
(FAI) has played an impressive 
role in providing updated 
knowledge on different 
ingredients associated with 
increasing the pace of agricultural 
production. However, there is a 
need to critically analyze the issue 

of enhancing farm income in 
com ing years. 

Initiatives by the Government 
of India 

Budgetan; Allocations and Follow­
up Government Actions 

Union Budget for 2016-17 
recognized agricu lture as the 
main component of rural economy 
and focused on rural development. 
In his budget speech, Hon'ble 
Finance Minister (FM) echoed the 
sentiments, 'We need to address 
issues of optimum utilisation of our 
water resources; create new 
infrastructure for irrigation, conserve 
soil fertility with balanced use of 
fertilis ers; and provide value addition 
and connectivity f rom farm to markets'. 
The FM announced an allocation 
of nearly Rs 35,984 crore for the 
farm sector while rai smg the 
agricultural credit target to Rs. 9 
lakh crore for the 2016-17. 

Rupees 15,000 crore were also 
allocated for interest subvention 
on the farm cred it to reduce the 
burden of loan repayment of 
farmers. Nearly Rs. 5500 crore 
have been allocated for the crop 
insurance scheme. National Food 
Security Mission received an 
allocation of Rs. 500 crore to boost 
the pulse production. Finance 
Minister also mentioned that the 
Government of India was 
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implementing the Unified 
Agricultural Marketing Schem e 
(UAMS) which aims a common e­
m arket platform to be deployed 
in selected 585 regula ted 
wholesale markets; scheme h as 
already been inaugurated by the 
Prime Minister. On April, 14, 
2016, the occasion of the 125"' 
birth anniversary of Dr Baba Saheb 
Ambedkar, Prime M inister 
launched a mission of Gram Udyay 
to Bharat Udyay to supply 
electricity to 18,000 villages in 
1000 days. All these 
unprecedented activities reflect on 
the sincerity and political will to 
accomplish the cherished goal of 
enhancing farm income. 

Technological Initiatives 

The soil health card scheme (SHCS) 

Table 1. Growth in different farming 
sectors (from 1950-51 
to till date) 

Commodities Times increase 
in production 

Food grains 4 

Horticultural crops 6 

Fish 9 

Milk 6 

Egg 27 

Sugarcane 6 

Cotton 11 

Oilseeds 6 


















