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UreaKnowHow.com Workshop Nitrogen & Syngas 
Conference on 23 February 2015 in Istanbul 

 

Another milestone realized:  Open constructive discussion amongst 
urea producers and licensors  

 
For the fifth time UreaKnowHow.com did organize the Pre-
Conference Workshop during the CRU Nitrogen & Syngas 
Conference, this time on 23 February 2015 in Istanbul. 
More that fifty participants attended the workshop, which was 
this time according a Q&A (Questions & Answers) format. That 
means each participant could bring up their questions and all 
others could answer and share their experiences.  
UreaKnowHow.com was represented by Jo Eijkenboom 
(mechanical), Giel Notten (corrosion), George van Bommel 
(product quality) and Mark Brouwer (process). 
 
The topics discussed were: 

1. Is it possible to insulate a HP reactor during operation 
? 

2. How to increase reliability ? 
3. How to reduce energy consumption figures ? 
4. How OPP Odessa did debottleneck their CO2 compressor by adding liquid CO2 to the synthesis 

section ? 
5. When purified process condensate can be used directly as boiler feed water ? 
6. How to handle impact testing criteria for HP piping components (-33 degC) ? 
7. What is the experience with Chinese contractors ? 
8. What are the NDT techniques for bimetallic stripper tubes ? 
9. What are the HPCC failure modes for various materials of construction ? 
10. What are the minimum tube wall thicknesses for HP heat exchangers ? 
11. How to secure the urea product quality during handling and storage ?  
12. How to control moisture content in a fluid bed granulation ? 
13. What are the benefits of using Stamicarbon coating technology for prills ? 
14. How Solex can reduce the temperature of prills and granules ? 

 
The chosen format was very successful 
as many questions were asked and good 
and detailed technical discussions took 
place. Especially because not only the 
practical experience from more than 
thirty managers and engineers from 
urea producers was present. But also 
the licensors Stamicarbon, Saipem, 
Casale and NIIC participated and shared 
their philosophies and views on several 
topics.  
 
The feedback from the participants was therefore very positive and we are very pleased that we have 
realized this milestone of an open constructive discussion between licensors. This will surely increase 
the safety and performance of the urea industry. 


